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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lowe House is located on the north side
of Kidwell Avenue in Centreville, one-half block
east of South Commerce Street. The house was
originally located on the northeast corner of
South Commerce and Kidwell, but in the early 20th
century the large lot was subdivided along Kidwell
Avenue and the house was moved to the present site.

The Lowe House is of frame construction,

2 1/2 stories high, three bays wide and two rooms
deep with an interior chimney to left of center
on the ridge of the gambrel roof. This chimney
replaces original paired chimneys on the west
gable wall which were demolished when the house
was moved.

The front facade faces south to Kidwell
Avenue. The door with four-light transom is
located in the east bay with two large 6/6 windows
to the left and three 6/6 windows ranged across
the second story. There are two 6/6 pitched
roof dormer windows on the third story. The
building rests on a continuous brick foundation

and is covered with wood shingle siding. The

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

eave is boxed in.and trimmed with small, scrolled
Victorian brackets below the soffit and a crown mold

against the fascia. The roof is covered with asphault

\‘shingles. The window and door frames are beaded but

lack backband trim.

Early openings in the east gable wall include one
6/6 in the south bay on the first floor, three 6/6
windows on the second floor and two 6/6 windows in
the upper gable. Other windows have been added on the
first floor and a‘door has been added in the center of
the upper gable with an exterior stair to allow'éépqrété
access to a third story apartment. The foundation and
éiding match the front facade; there are no rakeboards.
Some of the windows are trimmed with beaded frames and
ovolo backband molding.

A smalllone-story lean-to addition covers the east
bay on the first story of the rear facade. The original
rear door opening survives, now opening into the lean-to.
There are 9/6 windows in the center and west bays of the
rear facade. Three 6/6 windows‘are ranged across the
second story and oné 6/6 pitched roof dormer 1is located
to west of cenfe} on fhé'third floor. The window frames
are beaded and trimmed witﬁ ovolo backband molding.

The foundation and siding match the front facade.

on the west gable wall, there are two large 8/8
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

windows on the first and second floor and two 6/6
windows iﬁ the umper gable. The first and second
_story windows were'added when the original chimneys
‘were demolished.

The interior originally consisted of a side nassage
double pile pian, with a stair péssage extending the
depth of the house along the east gable wall, and a
front and rear parlor to the west. The house has been
divided into three apartments, one on eéch_f;oor,
however, and some changes have been made.

On the first floor, the stair passage hés-ﬁéen;:
partitioned to form a ffont stair hall and a smaller
hall and kitchen to the rear. The stair hall provides
access to the second sfory apartment and the déor from
the stair hall to the front parlor is the main entrance
to the first‘floor apartment.

The stair rises against the east gable wall of
the passage. It is an open—String stair with a turned
newel, plain rail, and square palusters. The stair
treads and risers are outlined with a band of plain
trim; the area below the carriage is plastered. The
front door at tﬁe soutﬁ.end of the passage has four
raised panels with Greek ogee panel molds. Other trim
includes the rabbeted basebogrd and beaded architrave

trim on the window' and all doors.,
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

. In the front and rear parlors, the ehimneys were
originallf centered on the west gable walls. When
_the house was moved, these chimneys were demolished
" and replaced with a sihgle chimney centered on the
jnterior partition between the two rooms. Large 8/8
windows were ‘then installed in the center of the west
wall in. each room, put patches in the floors indicate -
the original chimney positions. The mantel in the
front parlor (to the southwest) is typical of the Greek
Revival perlod and was presumably reused from the
demolished chimney. pilasters with Greek ogee moldihgs
_flank the opening pelow a band of plain rabbeted trim,
plain sideblocks and a complex shelf. The four-panel
door to the stair passege has Greek ogee panel.molds;
the door to the northwest parlor is a later four-panel
door with beaded architrave trim. Other early details
include the rabbeted paseboard and beaded architrave
trim.

In the northwest or rear parlor the original gable
chimney has been replaced witﬁ a false fireplace with
no firebox Or hearth on the interior portion. The
mantel in this room con51sts of "a board surround with
. an ogee/astragal backband framing the opening below .

plain s@deblocks and a complex shelf. The door from
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

the parlor to the rear hall and both norﬁh windows
are trimmed with beaded surrounds and qgee/astragal
.gackband molding.

The north end of the stair passage, as noted, has
pbeen adapted as a kitchen and hall. The original rear
door opens into the north lean—to, whi;h contains
a modern bathroom. The original six-panel rear door
with ogeg/astragal panel mold survives in place, as
well as the four-light transom and ogee/astragal
architrave trim,l .

The side passage plan is fepeated on the second.
floor with the aadition of an original small unﬁeaéed
chamber at the north end of the passage. More recently,
the south end of the passage has been partitiohed
to form a modern bath. An encloseé stair to the third
story is no'longer used. Early trim on the second floor
jncludes beaded architrave trim with an.ovolo backband
on the doors to the northeast and northwest chambers,
peaded window trim in the northwest room'and one six-
panel door. An Eastlake mantél shelf was installed
in the northwest rbom when the house was moved. Seams
in the flooriné in both west chambers correspond to
_the seams noted on the fifst floor.

The third story has been completely’renovatéd and
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

. now serves as a separate apartment.

A hatéh in the ceiling of the southwest chamber
on the third floqr'allows access to the attic crawl
-space. The roof has béeﬁ completely febuilf using wire
nails. Some reused material with machine nails is
evident.

A low crawl space under the first floor  allows
1imited examination of framing evidence., It is clear
that the house originally had a full cellar (before it
was moved) and that at one time the cellar ceiling was

plastered using machine lathing.

I
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Probably constructed circa 1830-50, the Lowe
House was originally located on the northeast
corner of South Commerce Street and Kidwell
Avenue. In the early 20th century (but before
1913) the large lot was subdivided, the Lowe House
moved to the present location on Kidwell, and a new
house was built in its place. The house originally
had a side passage, double pile plan with paired
chimneys on what is now the west gable wall. When
the house was moved, these chimneys were demolished
and replaced with a single interior chimney
centered between the two first floor parlors.
The present gambrel roof also dates to the move .
and renovation and probably replaces an original
pitched gable roof. Significant interior detail
includes a pair of handsome Greek Revival mantels

and a variety of period trim,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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1874 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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